WARS   OF   FREDERICK   THE   GREAT
The cornfields were trampled down and untilled^
Trade had failed in the towns, the streets were deserted
and grass-grown, the doors of the houses broken in.
... In 1618 the population of Germany numbered
between 16 and 17 millions; in 1648 there were
not quite four minions. So terrible had been the
famine during the war that cases of cannibalism were
not rare. Bands of men were formed "who lived like
wild beasts, preying on those they caught. Near
Worms such a band was attacked and dispersed, as
they were cooking in a great cauldron human legs
and arms. Starving creatures cut down criminals from
the gallows to eat them.
W. Menzel, in his Geschichte der Deutschen, goes into
fuller particulars of the appalling desolation. He
ends bis account thus:
The country was completely impoverished. The
working class had almost totally disappeared. The
manufactories had been destroyed by fire; industry
and commerce had passed into other hands. Immense
provinces, once flourishing and populous, lay entirely
waste and uninhabited, and were only by slow degrees
repeopled by foreign emigrants or by soldiery. The
original character and language of the inhabitants were
by this means entirely altered. In Franconia, "which
owing to her central position had been traversed by
every party during the war, the misery and depopu-
lation had reached to such a pitch that the Franconian
estates, with the assent of the ecclesiastical princes,
abolished the celibacy of the Catholic clergy, and per-
mitted each man to marry two wives, on account of
the numerical superiority of the women over the men.
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